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And to have respyte for there custom xv monthes & xv monthes, and the said Wardens to make aunswere in wryting of the premisses aforesaid bitwen this & Wednysday next commyng.
The premisses considered, the Maister, Wardens & Counsell endeverd them forthwith wt the best wordes, exortacion and diligence, to knowe the benivolent mynd of every man there assembled at that tyme, and also commaunded them that than were absent to come bifore my lord the maire and them the next morowe aftir. Soo that all there graunts amownted to a small somine. And my lord & maisters seying that, made there aunswer in form folowing, that is to say:
Answer made to byl sent by the Wardens of Mercers.
The aunswere of the Wardens of Drapers of London w* thassent & consent of the moste parte of all there company, unto a byll lately sent unto them by the Wardens of the Mercers of London consernying the appoyntement of v shipps to be prepared towardes the Newefound Hand*
ffirst the foresaid Wardens & company of Drapers supposen and say, that if our Soverayne lord the kinges highnes, the Cardinalles grace and the kinges moste honorable counsell were duely & substauncially enformed in such maner as perfite knowlege myght be had by credible reporte of maisters & mariners naturally born w* in this Realm of England, having experience, and excercised in and abowt the forsaid Hand, aswele in knowlege of the land, the due courses of the seey, thiderward & homeward, as in knowlege of the havenes, roodes, poortes, crekes, dayngers & sholdes there uppon that coste and there abowtes being, that than it were the lesse joperdy to aventur thider than it is nowe, all though it be ferther hens than fewe English maryners can telL
And we thynk it were to sore aventour to joperd v shipps w1 men & goodes unto the said Hand uppon the singuler trust of one man, callyd as we understond, Sebastyan, whiche Sebastyan, as we here say, was never in that land hym self, all if he makes reporte of many thinges as he hath hard his ffather and other men speke in tymes past.
And also we say that if the said Sebastyan had bene there and were as connyng a man in & for thoos parties as any man myght be, having non other assistauntes of maisters & maryners of Englond, excercised & labored in the same parties, for to guyd there shipps & other charges than we knowe of, but onely trusting to the said Sebastyan, we suppos it were no wysdom to aventur lyves & goodes thider in suche maner, what for fere of syknes
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